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12-2-2021 Council Communications Topics:
 

·         Camera System at 1st and 10th East

·         Property Placarded at 716 4th Ave
 

Camera System at 1st and 10th East
Sensys GATSO added new software to the camera system located at 1st and 10th east. When doing
so, the speed limit was incorrectly changed from 30 MPH to 35 MPH. Nine citations were sent to
vehicle owners indicating the vehicle was traveling 42 MPH in a 35 MPH zone, which would be 7
MPH over the speed limit. The incorrect citations issued included a fine of $50. The Police
Department is working with Sensys GATSO to determine if the citations can be resent with the
correct fine and speed limit on the citation. If this is possible, Sensys GATSO will reissue the
corrected citation with a letter explaining they made an error. 
 
The camera is working correctly and those who were issued citations were in violation. We do not
believe we should cancel the citations issued if they can be reissued with the corrected speed limit
because the vehicle owner was in violation of the ordnance and traveling 12 MPH or more over the
speed limit (42 MPH in a 30 MPH zone). If you have questions or concerns please contact Amanda
Grieder a.grieder@cedar-rapids.org. 

Property Placarded at 716 4th Ave
On Monday, November 22, Building Services received a complaint about inadequate heating at a 12-

unit rental property located at 716 4th Avenue SE.  A housing inspector investigated the complaint
and found that the boiler system was not functioning properly and the temperature inside the living
room of one of the tenants who allowed the inspector to enter their dwelling unit was 54 degrees
Fahrenheit. The Housing Code requires all habitable rooms of a dwelling unit to maintain a
temperature of 68 degrees Fahrenheit. 
 
Charles Jones, owner of Green Development, was contacted and served a Notice of Intent to Placard
on November 22.  This provided the owner seven days to correct the issue, otherwise the property
would be placarded.  City staff was advised that the owner was attempting to get the heat restored. 
Further, City staff wanted to allow time for the owner to work with tenants to find alternative
accommodations if the heating system could not be restored. The boiler system is antiquated and it
appears there is both a water and steam issue with the equipment.  As of this morning, it is unclear
whether the boiler can even be repaired.
 
Jones is also working with another heating company to install basement and through wall furnaces,
however the completion of the project is scheduled to take at least three weeks.  During the past
week, it has been determined that tenants were opening the doors to gas-powered ovens to provide
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supplemental heat, which is a particularly dangerous life safety issue with the risk of carbon
monoxide poisoning.  Jones also supplied all the tenants with electric space heaters.  He was
informed on Monday of this week that using a space heater as the primary heat source is a violation
of the International Mechanical Code and is also dangerous because of the potential electrical
overload to an older building, the lack of appropriate 3 feet clearance around a space heater and
proximity to combustibles which is a fire hazard, and the fact the heaters cannot be used in
bathroom, laundry areas, or other areas were water exposure is possible. 
 
A follow-up inspection on Monday of this week prior to placarding determined that the hallways
were in the 40s to 50s degrees Fahrenheit range, and a unit that allowed our inspector to enter was
59 degrees Fahrenheit in the living room with a space heater being used in the adjacent bedroom.
Jones asked for an additional 24 hours on Tuesday, November 30, which was the deadline in which a
heating system had to be repaired or installed, to allow time to find a location for each tenant.  The
property was placarded this morning shortly after 9 a.m.  Three tenants that housing inspection staff
made contact with indicated they were going to stay with relatives or find a new rental location. 
 
During yesterday’s visit, there were other code issues identified in the units in which tenants allowed
entry, including the lack of smoke alarms and carbon monoxide alarms as well as water dripping
from a ceiling in bathroom that the tenant advised had not been addressed for several months. 
Housing inspectors are going to require an inspection of the property prior to removal of the placard
when heat is restored.  Additional life safety issues are going to need to be corrected before it is
responsible to allow tenants to occupy the dwelling. City staff provided all the tenants with
information about housing options and legal resources, as well as granted Permission to Enter during
prescribed hours so tenants could retrieve belongings. 

 


